Do not let the Bell "Wolves" own the chicken coop you already allow them to
dominate. Competition requires competitors to be alive. If the FCC lifts the
dominant classification from the Local Exchange Carriers (Bells), it will limit
competition to a duopoly consisting of a bell and a cable company. Competition
in the American Telecom marketplace will not be incentivized, it will be
torpedoed. ISPs and CLECs will die, consumers will be deprived of choice and
the FCC will be wholly to blame for the travesty. DO NOT DO IT. Chairman
Powell: Please do not sell out to BIG BUSINESS, at the expense of competition
and the small businesses of our country.

Broadband access in my area is a joke. The incumbent players, the telco and the
cable companies, know they have the upper hand and use it to consistently
provide poor quality broadband services, when they choose to provide it at all.
I have several acquaintances who are unable to get broadband at all; I was lucky
enough to be in an area served by a third-party ISP (the "big guys" finally
decided my area was important in Dec 2002). If consumer broadband is ever to be
successful, third party ISP's must be given a chance to compete. My experience
with third party ISP's over the last six years has been that they generally have
superior technical knowledge and higher quality of service than the local telco
or cable company.



